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ABM. Your small  wit seems to find it amusing to

banter: you appear to be much elated by the offer

of a rejected heart.
HEN. Rejected it may be ; but it does not seem to be

greatly disliked by you; if you could snatch it

back from me, you would not refrain from stooping

to do so.
ABM. I will not lower myself to answer you; such

idle talk should be passed over in silence.
HEN. That is exceedingly good of you, you show us

wonderful toleration.

SCENE III

CLITANDREj   HENRIETTE

HEN. Yoursincere confession has taken her by surprise.

CLIT. She deserves such blunt speech. Her haughti-
ness and foolish pride quite justify my frankness.
But, since you give me leave, Madam_, I will go to
your father . . .

HEN. It would be safer to win over my mother: my
father is of a very yielding disposition, but little
reliance can be felt that he will carry out what he
consents to do. Heaven has endowed him with a
gentle nature that submits itself first to the wishes
of his wife; she is the ruler and she lays down the
law with no uncertain voice when she has made up
her mind. I must confess I wish you were a little
more amiable towards her and towards my aunt;
it would flatter them and cause them to look with
kindlier eyes on you.

CUT. I am too sincere by nature ever to flatter even
your sister in respect of characteristics that resemble
theirs. Learned ladies are not to my taste. I like a
woman to have some knowledge of all questions;
but I have no patience with the detestable passion
of wishing- to be learned for the sake of being-